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Introduction  (Ask a Question)

The PolarFire® FPGA 10G Ethernet solution is compliant to IEEE® 802.3ae standard, which supports data
transfer rates up to 10.3125 Gbps. The benefits of using PolarFire FPGAs for developing 10G Ethernet solutions
include the utilization of low-power transceivers, low-power FPGA fabric, and an in-built SyncE-compliant jitter
attenuation. The 10G Ethernet solution is implemented using the Core10GMAC soft IP Media Access Control
(MAC) core and 10GBASEKR IP.

This application note includes the 10GBASEKR Libero® project, which is used as a reference design for building
a 10GBASEKR Ethernet application. This design is validated with a proven third-party inter-op device, which is
Vitesse SparX-5i board, and using two PolarFire Evaluation boards as listed:
• 10GBASEKR Ethernet design using third party link partner
• 10GBASEKR Ethernet design using two PolarFire Evaluation boards

This 10GBASEKR Ethernet demo design is programmed using either of the following options:
• Programming .job file: To program the device using the .job file provided with the design files, see

7.  Appendix 1: Programming the Device Using FlashPro Express.
• Libero SoC: To program the device using Libero SoC, see 5.7.  Run Program Action. Use this option when the

demo design is modified.

Resource Utilization  (Ask a Question)

The resource utilization report is saved in the BASEKR_TOP_layout_log.log file. To view this file, go to the
Reports > Place and Route in the Libero tool.

The following table lists the resource utilization of the design after place and route. These values vary slightly
for different Libero runs, settings, and seed values.

Table 1. Resource Utilization
Type Used Total Percentage %

4LUT 22461 299544 7.5

DFF 15889 299544 5.3

Logic Element 26130 299544 8.72

 PolarFire FPGA 10GBASEKR Ethernet
 AN5069

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-CF22377A-7F81-49E0-BA2C-4928D0FC09F2&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Introduction
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-F628FEB4-B700-4F10-8A9A-A60F8EBA3A79&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Resource%20Utilization
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1. Requirements  (Ask a Question)

The following table lists the hardware and software requirements for running the demo.

Table 1-1. Requirements
Requirement Version

Hardware

PolarFire® Evaluation Kit (MPF300-EVAL-KIT) Rev D or later

VSC SparX-5i —

Small form-factor pluggable (SFP+) module - Finisar board —

Software

Libero® SoC Design Suite See the readme.txt file provided in the design files for all
software versions needed to create this reference design.

FlashPro Express —

SoftConsole See the readme.txt file provided in the design files for all
software versions needed to create this reference design.

Important: Libero SmartDesign and configuration screen shots shown in this guide are for
illustration purpose only. Open the Libero design to see the latest updates.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-BF26EAB5-2252-473E-83E1-D912ED86C130&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Requirements
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2. Prerequisites  (Ask a Question)

1. Download the design files from: www.microchip.com/en-us/application-notes/AN5069. The
design files folder contains the following subfolders:
• Programming_Job: One programming file (.job) is provided
• Source: Contains the source files required to complete this application note
• Tcl_Scripts: Contains the Tcl scripts for the design
• Softconsole: Contains Softconsole project for this design

2. Download and install Libero SoC from: Libero SoC Documentation.
3. Download and install the SoftConsole software from: SoftConsole.
4. From the Libero Catalog, download the latest versions of the IP cores from the warning pop-up

as shown in the following figure.

Figure 2-1. Download New Cores Option

5. From the Project menu, click Open project.
6. Navigate to the mpf_an5069_v2023p1_df/mpf_10GBaseR_df/Libero_Project folder, select

the Libero_Project.prjx file, and click Open.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-922F5AAC-043C-4AF3-8F9E-852F02CE0B5B&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Prerequisites
https://www.microchip.com/en-us/application-notes/AN5069
https://www.microchip.com/en-us/products/fpgas-and-plds/fpga-and-soc-design-tools/fpga/libero-software-later-versions#downloads
https://www.microchip.com/en-us/products/fpgas-and-plds/fpga-and-soc-design-tools/soc-fpga/softconsole
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3. Demo Design  (Ask a Question)

The Core10GBaseKR_PHY interfaces XGMII compliant MAC with the 10GBaseKR device for the
backplane applications. The IP designed is as per the IEEE 802.3-2012 specification and supports
XGMII interface towards (MAC side) and PMA interface to the SerDes side. For the 10GBaseKR
applications, the transceiver is used in PMA native mode (32-bit only) and connected to the Ethernet
MAC through the PCS interface.

For 10GBASEKR configuration, the Link Training and Auto-Negotiation blocks are enabled, and they
are accessed from the 32-bit APB slave interface. The provision to disable the Auto-Negotiation and
Link Training is provided through parameter static configuration as part of this IP.

Microchip FPGA board interacts with Vitesse SparX-5i board through SFP interface.

The 10GBASEKR Ethernet design includes the following main components:
• CORE10GMAC: Serves as a 10 Gbps Ethernet MAC that transmits and receives the Ethernet

packets
• Transceiver: Acts as a 10GBASEKR physical interface for data transfers; configured for 64b/66b

encoding/decoding with scrambler/descrambler enabled with a PCS interface width of 32 bits to
the CORE10GMAC

• MIV_RV32 (Soft Processor): Configures the CORE10G_BASEKR registers
• PF_TX_PLL: Generates the bit clock required for the transceiver
• PF_XCVR_REF_CLK: Generates the fabric clock and the reference clock for the transceiver and the

TX_PLL
• BaseKRPHY: Implements BASE-KR functionality

The following table lists the clock frequencies used in the design.

Table 3-1. Hardware Design Clock Frequencies
Clock Frequency (MHz)

CDR reference clock 156.25

Transceiver bit clock 5156.25

I_SYS_CLOCK 156.25

I_CORE_TX_CLK 322.26

I_CORE_RX_CLK 322.26

PCLK 50

The following figure shows the top-level block diagram of the PolarFire 10GBASEKR hardware
implementation.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-52020C27-F367-42DD-A1A7-1C02ABBE2F26&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Demo%20Design
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Figure 3-1. Hardware Implementation Block Diagram
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3.1 Design Implementation  (Ask a Question)

The following figures show the Libero implementation of the 10GBASEKR Ethernet hardware design.

Figure 3-2. BaseKR TOP
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https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-6BBA3B9B-F8E5-4AAF-A80D-84D43E708150&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Design%20Implementation


 AN5069
Demo Design

 Application Note
© 2023 Microchip Technology Inc. and its subsidiaries

DS-00005069A - 7

Figure 3-3. BaseKR_CMN_0
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Figure 3-4. BaseKR_IP_0
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3.2 Design Blocks and IP Configuration  (Ask a Question)

The following IPs are configured before implementing the demo design:
• Core10GMAC
• BaseKR_PHY
• Transceiver Interface
• Transmit PLL
• Transceiver Reference Clock
• MIV_RV32
• CoreAPB3
• PF_POWER_INIT
• PF_CCC_0

3.2.1 Core10GMAC  (Ask a Question)

Core10GMAC is configured for XGMII mode with a core data width of 64 bits. Core data width is the
width of the data path connected to the BASEKR interface. The system data width, that is, the width
of the interface to the user logic, is configured as 64 bits. The Tx and Rx Pause features are disabled,
and both the MAC TX FIFO depth and MAC RX FIFO depth are set to 32. The other tab settings are
default.

The following figure shows the settings selected in the CORE10GMAC Configurator.

Figure 3-5. CORE10GMAC Configuration

The Core10GMAC IP is configured using the driver which is executed on the MIV_RV32 soft
processor. For information about the features and registers of Core10GMAC, see Libero SoC >
Catalog > Core10GMAC User Guide.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-2922760F-9F89-4B7E-835E-4EF056D39BE8&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Design%20Blocks%20and%20IP%20Configuration
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-06F25173-72D7-4327-BBC4-8051EC647AE1&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Core10GMAC
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3.2.2 BaseKR_PHY  (Ask a Question)

For 10GBASEKR configuration, the Link Training and Auto-Negotiation blocks are enabled, and they
are accessed from the 32-bit APB slave Interface. The provision to disable the Auto-Negotiation and
Link Training is provided through parameter static configuration in this IP as shown in the following
figure. The PCS encoding is taken care of in this module and XCVR is configured in native PMA mode.

Figure 3-6. BaseKR Configurator

3.2.3 Transceiver Interface  (Ask a Question)

The PolarFire high-speed transceiver (PF_XCVR) is a hard IP block and supports data rates ranging
from 250 Mbps to 12.5 Gbps. In this demo, PF_XCVR is configured for the data rate of 10312.5 Mbps.
It is configured with a CDR reference clock of 156.25 MHz with lock to data selected as the CDR lock
mode. The PCS of the transceiver is interfaced with Core10GBaseKR_PHY and it is configured.

The following figure shows the transceiver interface configuration.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-C73100D1-6FD3-4EE8-AFF0-6E86AB6623A0&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=BaseKR_PHY
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-09E5ECA3-4481-4989-8479-45A2593470FC&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Transceiver%20Interface
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Figure 3-7. Transceiver Interface Configuration

3.2.4 Transmit PLL  (Ask a Question)

The PolarFire transmit PLL (PF_TX_PLL) is a hard IP block which provides a bit clock and a reference
clock to the transceiver block. The transmit PLL is configured with a reference clock of 156.25 MHz
and generates an output clock of 10312.5 Mbps.

The following figure shows the transmit PLL configuration.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-E78243DA-61D1-4A71-90CD-ED4D7F16897E&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Transmit%20PLL
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Figure 3-8. Transmit PLL Configuration

3.2.5 Transceiver Reference Clock  (Ask a Question)

The transceiver reference clock (PF_XCVR_REF_CLK) is a hard IP block that provides a reference clock
(REF_CLK) of 156.25 MHz to the transmit PLL, and a fabric reference clock (FAB_REF_CLK) which is
provided as an input to the Clock Conditioning Circuit (CCC) to generate the PCLK (for configuration)
and I_SYS_CLK of the CORE10GMAC.

The following figure shows the transceiver reference clock configuration.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-B1810507-8AD3-4564-A6F7-FD88E9F8C626&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Transceiver%20Reference%20Clock
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Figure 3-9. Transceiver Reference Clock Configuration

3.2.6 MIV_RV32  (Ask a Question)

The MIV_RV32 is a processor core designed to implement the RISC-V instruction set for use in
Microchip FPGAs. The core includes the industry standard JTAG interface to facilitate debug access.
Three optional bus interfaces are available for peripheral and memory accesses: AHB, APB3, and AXI,
which is configured as AXI3 or AXI4. This soft processor is responsible for configuring the registers,
and the software driver will be running on this processor. In the Configurator window, under the
Configuration tab, set the following configuration: Set Reset Vector Address > Upper 16bits (Hex)
to 0x8000 and retain the default setting for Lower 16bits (Hex), as shown in the following figure.
After a reset, the processor will begin executing instructions from this address. TCM RAM is used to
load the content of the hex file. For more information about the CoreMi-V, see Mi-V Handbook.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-5E508B13-5527-4BD9-BB7A-DE0EFB38D730&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=MIV_RV32
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemdocuments/documents/fpga/ProductDocuments/SupportingCollateral/ds00003721a_miv_rv32_v30_handbook.pdf
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Figure 3-10. MIV_RV32 Configurator

The following figure shows Memory Map tab settings for the MIV_RV32 configurator.
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Figure 3-11. MIV_RV32 Configurator (Memory Map Tab Settings)

3.2.7 CoreAHBLite  (Ask a Question)

CoreAHBLite implements an Advanced Microcontroller Bus Architecture (AMBA) AHB-Lite bus
interconnect fabric. CoreAHBLite provides four initiator interfaces and accommodates up to 16
target interfaces. Each target interface is enabled or disabled for each initiator using the core’s
configuration Graphical User Interface (GUI).

In this design, a single initiator which is MIV_RV32 processor access two slave slots. These slots
addresses are further divided using CoreAPB3.

3.2.8 CoreAPB3  (Ask a Question)

CoreAPB3 is a bus component that provides an AMBA AHB fabric for interconnection between an
APB initiator and up to 16 APB targets. CoreAPB3 supports a single APB3 master.

In this design, the CoreAPB3 is connected to the AHB to APB3 converter. On the other end, it serves
as the APB master interface, connecting to all other APB slave interfaces.

3.2.9 PF_POWER_INIT  (Ask a Question)

The PF_POWER_INIT block ensures the device is powered up, systematically. The process of powering
up the device includes three steps:

1. Power-on reset
2. Programmed device boot
3. Design initialization

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-88BF052F-1787-49E9-AD7E-7FD1F7E189DF&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=CoreAHBLite
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-E259A2A1-EE0F-4F8B-8E8B-4AE2316987A9&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=CoreAPB3
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-E2CD8E7B-319B-407A-B31B-A4EA4F1D5601&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=PF_POWER_INIT
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During design initialization, the transceiver configuration is initialized using the data stored in the
non-volatile memory. The output of the PF_POWER_INIT block is ANDed with the resets used in the
design to reset the entire logic.

3.2.10 PF_CCC_0  (Ask a Question)

The PolarFire Clock Conditioning Circuitry (CCC) block takes an input clock of 156.25 MHz from the
FAB_REF_CLK signal (output of PF_XCVR_REF_CLK) and generates a 50 MHz clock at OUT0 and 156.25
MHz clock at OUT1. The OUT0 port of the CCC is used for the configuration and OUT1 is used for the
user logic in the design.

3.3 Clocking Structure  (Ask a Question)

• The Clock to the transceiver PF_XCVR is provided by the TX_PLL, the reference clock to the TX_PLL
(PF_XCVR_TXPLL, as in block diagram) is sourced from the on-board crystal of 156.25 MHz

• The FAB_REF_CLK is provided as the reference clock to the CCC and the clock of 50 MHz (OUT1)
and 156.25 MHz (OUT0) is generated

• The OUT1 is connected as PCLK for Mi-V, Core10GMAC, Core10GBaseKR PHY, and Packet
generator and Checker

• The OUT0 clock output of the CCC is connected to Core10GMAC clock inputs,
Core10GBaseKR_PHY XGMII clock inputs, and the Packet generator and Checker clock input

• RX_CLK_R is the recovered clock output of the PF_XCVR, and connects to I_RX_CLK and
I_PCS73_RX_CLK inputs of Core10GBaseKR_PHY

• TX_CLK_R is the transmit clock output of PF_XCVR, and connects to I_TX_CLK and I_PCS73_TX_CLK
inputs of Core10GBaseKR_PHY

The clocking structure of the design is shown in the following figure.

Figure 3-12. Clocking Structure
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3.4 Reset Structure  (Ask a Question)

The reset structure of the design is shown in following figure. The Reset inputs are synchronized
externally with the module clock before connecting to the concerned module.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-04207469-0470-44F1-AEA9-A901CB68F27F&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=PF_CCC_0
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-D05D00AD-D104-49D2-93C0-24DE562C4183&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Clocking%20Structure
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-7BA9B9B3-2188-4CE9-9701-378F4831E631&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Reset%20Structure
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Figure 3-13. Reset Structure
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4. Embedded Software Support  (Ask a Question)

The Core10GBaseKR_PHY embedded software driver assists in configuring the Core10GBaseKR_PHY
Soft IP and implementing the Auto-Negotiation, and Link Training algorithms. The drive is available
on GitHub platform repository. The Core10GBaseKR_PHY IP has a embedded software driver user
guide which is available on Github at miv-rv32-documentation repository.

For more information about the recommended sequence and procedure, see Embedded Software
Support section of the Core10GBaseKR_PHY Soft IP User Guide.

An embedded software example application is provided as a SoftConsole IDE project, which
demonstrates how to use the Core10GbaseKR_PHY embedded software driver along with the
PolarFire transceiver, Core10GMAC and a packet generator client. The weblink to the example
application on GitHub can be found at the miv-rv32-bare-metal-examples repository.

Important: The job file provided with this application note includes the executable hex
file generated using this example project. This executable hex file is attached as a
memory client in the FPGA design and runs at the power-up. For detailed information,
see 5.5.  Configure Design Initialization Data and Memories.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-CD580961-3F69-488E-B54C-7868DBEF8CB1&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Embedded%20Software%20Support
https://github.com/Mi-V-Soft-RISC-V/platform/tree/main/drivers/fpga_ip/Core10GBaseKR_PHY
https://github.com/Mi-V-Soft-RISC-V/miv-rv32-documentation/blob/main/soft-ip-driver-user-guides/Core10GBaseKR-PHY/core10gbasekr-phy-driver-user-guide.md
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemDocuments/documents/FPGA/ProductDocuments/UserGuides/ip_cores/directcores/Core10GBaseKR_PHY_UG.pdf
https://github.com/Mi-V-Soft-RISC-V/miv-rv32-bare-metal-examples/tree/main/driver-examples/Core10GBaseKR-PHY
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5. Libero Design Flow  (Ask a Question)

This section discusses the Libero design flow, which involves the following processes:
• 5.1.  Synthesize
• 5.2.  Place and Route
• 5.3.  Timing Verification
• 5.4.  Generate FPGA Array Data
• 5.5.  Configure Design Initialization Data and Memories
• 5.6.  Generate Bitstream
• 5.7.  Run Program Action

The following figure shows these options in the Design Flow tab.

Figure 5-1. Libero Design Flow Options

Important: To initialize the TCM in PolarFire using the system controller, a local parameter
l_cfg_hard_tcm0_en, in the miv_rv32_subsys_pkg.v file must be changed to 1’b1 prior
to synthesis. See the TCM section in the MIV_RV32 Handbook.

5.1 Synthesize  (Ask a Question)

To synthesize the design, perform the following steps:

1. On the Design Flow window, double-click Synthesize. When the synthesis is successful, a green
tick mark appears next to Synthesize.

2. To view the synthesis report and log files in the Reports tab, right-click Synthesize and select
View Report. View the BASEKR_TOP.srr for complete details.

5.2 Place and Route  (Ask a Question)

To place and route the design, TX_PLL, XCVR_REF_CLK, and PF_XCVR are configured using the I/O
Editor. To configure the components and place and route the design, perform the following steps:

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-F8853DA6-BDF1-4540-A96D-F0B908C31F33&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Libero%20Design%20Flow
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-A49D5042-FC9E-42BD-AE2C-525CC8DC246C&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Synthesize
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-417D22F3-CCC5-48E8-AE1B-672F765E93E4&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Place%20and%20Route
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1. On the Design Flow window, double-click Manage Constraints.
2. On the I/O Attributes tab, click Edit with I/O Editor, as shown in the following figure.

Figure 5-2. Edit with I/O Editor Option

3. Using the XCVR View in I/O Editor, place TX_PLL, XCVR_REF_CLK, and PF_XCVR TX as shown in the
following figure.

Figure 5-3. I/O Editor Transceiver View

The Signal Integrity View for LANEO_TXD_P/N and LANE0_RX_P/N is shown in the following figure.
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Figure 5-4. Signal Integrity View

4. When all the components are placed, the location of the components is updated in the
user_fp.pdc file (located in Constraint Manager > Floor planner tab), as shown in the
user_fp.pdc file.
set_location -inst_name BASEKR_IP_0_inst_0/TX_PLL/PF_TX_PLL_C0_0/txpll_inst_0 -fixed true 
-x 2460 -y 320
set_location -inst_name BASEKR_IP_0_inst_0/XCVR_ERM/I_XCVR/LANE0 -fixed true -x 2460 -y 317
set_location -inst_name BASEKR_IP_0_inst_0/XCVR_RF_CLK/XCVR_RF_CLK_0_0/I_IO -fixed true -x 
2466 -y 317

5. On the Design Flow window, double-click Place and Route. When place and route is successful,
a green tick mark appears next to Place and Route, as shown in Figure 5-1.

6. Right-click Place and Route and select View Report to view the
place and route report and log files in the Reports tab. View the
BASEKR_TOP_place_and_route_constraint_coverage.html file for place and route
constraint coverage.

5.3 Timing Verification  (Ask a Question)

To verify timing, perform the following steps:
1. On the Design Flow window, double-click Verify Timing. When the design meets the timing

requirements, a green tick mark appears next to Verify Timing, as shown in Figure 5-1.
2. Right-click Verify Timing and select View Report to view the verify timing report and log files in

the Reports tab.

5.4 Generate FPGA Array Data  (Ask a Question)

To generate FPGA array data, perform the following steps:

1. On the Design Flow tab, double-click Generate FPGA Array Data
2. When the FPGA array data is generated, a green tick mark appears next to Generate FPGA

Array Data, as shown in Figure 5-1.

5.5 Configure Design Initialization Data and Memories  (Ask a Question)

The Configure Design Initialization Data and Memories option creates the non-PCIe transceiver
initialization client, which initializes the transceiver block when the PolarFire device powers up.

To create the transceiver initialization client, perform the following steps:
1. On the Design Flow window, double-click Configure Design Initialization Data and Memories.

The Design and Memory Initialization window opens, as shown in the following figure.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-BBA351A4-E1F2-4B0E-A90E-B214E13865A2&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Timing%20Verification
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-594A4E04-9584-4A0A-825F-EE7B30F77EDB&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Generate%20FPGA%20Array%20Data
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-6D5104F8-FA43-41C2-8DF0-DA14891A8F1F&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Configure%20Design%20Initialization%20Data%20and%20Memories
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Figure 5-5. Design and Memory Initialization Window

2. Under Second stage (sNVM) pane, enter the start address where the transceiver initialization
client must be created in the sNVM, as shown in the preceding figure.

3. The hex file generated from the embedded software example project using the SoftConsole IDE
is configured as a memory client. This embedded software application will start executing at the
power-on. The Optional Tightly Coupled Memory (TCM) which is available in the MIV_RV32 soft
processor is enabled in this design.

4. Under Fabric RAMs section, configure the TCM memory with associated hex file. The following
figure depicts the same.

Figure 5-6. Fabric RAMs Section

5. On the Design Flow window, double-click on Generate Design Initialization Data to generate
the initialization client. When the initialization client is generated, a green tick mark appears next
to Generate Design Initialization Data, as shown in Figure 5-1.

5.6 Generate Bitstream  (Ask a Question)

To generate the bitstream, perform the following steps:
1. On the Design Flow tab, double-click Generate Bitstream.
2. When the bitstream is successfully generated, a green tick mark appears next to Generate

Bitstream, as shown in Figure 5-1.
3. Right-click Generate Bitstream and select View Report to view the corresponding log file in the

Reports tab.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-08E8A0B7-5F24-4AAA-A201-33FBFB181493&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Generate%20Bitstream
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5.7 Run Program Action  (Ask a Question)

Program the PolarFire device with the bitstream which was generated in the previous step. To
program the PolarFire device, perform the following steps:
1. Ensure that the jumper settings on the board are listed in the following table.

Table 5-1. Jumper Settings for PolarFire Device Programming
Jumper Description

J18, J19, J20, J21, and J22 Short pin 2 and 3 for programming the PolarFire® FPGA through FTDI

J28 Short pin 1 and 2 for programming through the on-board FlashPro Express

J26, J27 Short pin 1 and 2 for programming through the FTDI SPI

J39 Short pin 1 and 2 for enabling the Tx

J4 Short pin 1 and 2 for manual power switching using SW3

2. Connect the power supply cable to the J9 connector on the board.
3. Connect the host PC to the J5 connector (FTDI port) on the board using a USB cable.
4. Power on the board using the SW3 slide switch.

The following figure shows the PolarFire Evaluation Board setup for programming the device and
running the reference design.

Figure 5-7. PolarFire Evaluation Board Setup

5. Double-click Run PROGRAM Action from the Libero > Design Flow tab. When the device is
successfully programmed, a green tick mark appears next to Run PROGRAM Action.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-7FA644AF-B187-4D77-96CB-A63D1024097F&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Run%20Program%20Action
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6. Running the Demo  (Ask a Question)

This demo design runs with inter-op device and using two PolarFire evaluation boards.

6.1 10GBASEKR Demo using Vitesse Link Partner and PolarFire Evaluation Board  (Ask

a Question)

The following figure shows the hardware setup.

Figure 6-1. Inter-op Setup of Vitesse LP and PolarFire Eval Board

Follow these steps to run the PolarFire 10GBASEKR loopback hardware demo design on the
PolarFire Evaluation Board.

1. Insert the copper cable to Finisar board using SFP module and connect the other end to Link
Partner (LP)

2. Connect the SMA cables from the PolarFire board to Finisar board as listed:
a. J41 (TXP of PolarFire) -> TXP of Finisar SFP+ -> Copper cable -> Port 1 of VSC SparX-5i
b. J42 (TXN of PolarFire) -> TXN of Finisar SFP+ -> Copper cable -> Port 1 of VSC SparX-5i
c. J37 (RXP of PolarFire) -> RXP of Finisar SFP+ -> Copper cable -> Port 1 of VSC SparX-5i
d. J38 (RXN of PolarFire) -> RXN of Finisar SFP+ -> Copper cable -> Port 1 of VSC SparX-5i

Using optical fiber cable loop back from port 1 to port 2. (In this demo, it is Port //1/2.)
3. Connect the USB to serial converter cable from Link partner to host PC
4. Open the associated serial terminal of LP and PolarFire board to control and monitor the status
5. Program the PolarFire board with the job file
6. Configure the Link Partner to support in 10GBASEKR mode. Refer to the Link Partner user

manual for the commands.
7. Enter the following commands:

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-F6ED3764-85A1-419C-AF40-5E00856DEA5F&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Running%20the%20Demo
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-3F2A0D16-823A-4EBB-93AE-4A1331D49604&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=10GBASEKR%20Demo%20using%20Vitesse%20Link%20Partner%20and%20PolarFire%20Evaluation%20Board
https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-3F2A0D16-823A-4EBB-93AE-4A1331D49604&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=10GBASEKR%20Demo%20using%20Vitesse%20Link%20Partner%20and%20PolarFire%20Evaluation%20Board
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Terminal in Link Partner
# show interface 10GigabitEthernet 1/1 status details clause-73
10GigabitEthernet 1/1:
Configuration
  Desription:
  Mode:                    Enabled
  Speed/Duplex:            Forced Clause 73
  Media-type:              SFP
  Flowcontrol:             Off
  Priority-based F/C:    
  Max. Frame:              10240 bytes
  Excessive Collision:     Discard
  Frame Length Check:      Disabled
  FEC Mode:                Auto
Status:
  Aneg:                    Yes (C173)
  Link:                    10Gfdx
  Operational Warnings:    None
  FEC Mode:                None 
  SFP Family:              10G DAC
  SFP Vendor Name:         CISCO
  SFP Vendor P/N:          SPT-SFP+C1
  SFP Vendor S/N:          201110127104 
  SFP Vendor Revision:     N
  SFP Date Code:           11101200
  SFP Transceiver:         10GBASEKR
Clause 73 Aneg Status:
  Completed:               Yes
  Time since start:        24 seconds
  Training complete:       Yes
  Training time:           2347 ms
   CM OB tap (7-bit signed): -2 (126)
   CP OB tap (7-bit signed): -3 (125)
   C0 OB tap (7-bit signed): +22 (22)

Once Auto-Negotiation and Link Training is done, the link is considered as established. The
status of the link is observed in the terminal console of the Link Partner and in the UART
terminal connected to PolarFire Evaluation Kit.

Terminal in PolarFire Evaluation board
*** Core10GBaseKR PHY ***
Starting Auto-Negotiation!!
LT Link Established!!
Link: Good!!
Packet Testing:
         Total packets (msb): 0
         Total packets (lsb): 42745121
         Good packets (msb):  0
         Good packets (lsb):  42745105
         Bad packets (msb):   0
         Bad packets (lsb):   0
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Traffic Test
Continuous traffic is sent from the PolarFire Evaluation Kit to the Link Partner. The Link Partner then
loops back the same data and sends it back to the PolarFire Evaluation Kit. The following command
shows the LP data statistics.

 # show interface 10GigabitEthernet 1/1 statistics:
10GigabitEthernet 1/4 Statistics:
Rx Packets:              253434502 Tx Packets:              253434502       
Rx Octets:               65892970520           Tx Octets:               65892970520
Rx Unicast:              253434502             Tx Unicast:              253434502
Rx Multicast:            0                     Tx Multicast:            0
Rx Broadcast:            0                     Tx Broadcast:            0
Rx Pause:                0                     Tx Pause:                0

Rx 64:                   0                     Tx 64:                   0
Rx 65-127:               0                     Tx 65-127:               0
Rx 128-255:              0                     Tx 128-255:              0
Rx 256-511:              253434502             Tx 256-511:              253434502
Rx 512-1023:             0                     Tx 512-1023:             0
Rx 1024-1518:            0                     Tx 1024-1518:            0
Rx 1519-    :            0                     Tx 1519-    :            0

Rx Priority 0:           253434502             Tx Priority 0:           253434502 
Rx Priority 1:           0                     Tx Priority 1:           0
Rx Priority 2:           0                     Tx Priority 2:           0
Rx Priority 3:           0                     Tx Priority 3:           0
Rx Priority 4:           0                     Tx Priority 4:           0
Rx Priority 5:           0                     Tx Priority 5:           0
Rx Priority 6:           0                     Tx Priority 6:           0
Rx Priority 7:           0                     Tx Priority 7:           0

Rx Drops:                0                     Tx Drops:                0
Rx CRC/Alignment:        0                     Tx Late/Exc. Coll.:      0
Rx Undersize:            0
Rx Oversize:             0
Rx Fragments:            0

Important: In the preceding data statistics generated by the PolarFire Evaluation board,
the text in:

Orange Represents the Received packets from PolarFire Evaluation Kit
Blue Represents the Looped back packets from the Vitesse LP

The following command shows the PolarFire Evaluation board data statistics.

*** Core10GBaseKR PHY ***

Starting Auto-Negotiation!!
LT Link Established!! Link: Good!!
Packet testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  253434502
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   253434502
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     Bad packets (lsb):    0

Important: In the preceding data statistics generated by the PolarFire Evaluation board,
the text in:

Orange Represents the Transmitted packets from PolarFire Evaluation Kit
Blue Represents the Received packets from the Vitesse LP

The following figure shows the Eye diagram with LP.
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Figure 6-2. Eye Diagram with LP

Break Link Test
The test is performed by pulling the Copper cable connected between PolarFire Evaluation board
and Vitesse LP. In this case, the link will be lost. Once the cable is connected back, observe that the
link is re-established.

The following command shows the break link results.
Link: Broken!!
Starting Auto-Negotiation!!
LT Link Established!! Link: Good!!
Packet Testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  167147494
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   122898839
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     

6.2 10GBASEKR Demo using Two PolarFire Evaluation Boards  (Ask a Question)

The following figure shows the setup of two PolarFire Evaluation boards with short reach.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-47453CD8-F9FC-4F0E-A735-ABDC135BF7D3&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=10GBASEKR%20Demo%20using%20Two%20PolarFire%20Evaluation%20Boards
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Figure 6-3. Short Reach Connection between Two PolarFire Evaluation Boards

The boards which are used in backplane setup are shown in following figure.

Figure 6-4. Backplane
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Figure 6-5. Daughter Board

By using a backplane setup with varying channel lengths, the induced loss can be adjusted. The
following tables list the loss associated with the channel length.

Important: The daughter cards connected at both ends of the backplane has loss of 5 dB
each. Hence, the total loss induced by the daughter cards is 10 dB.

Table 6-1. Recommended Settings for Different Loss
Reach Channel Loss (in dB) CTLE Tx Emphasis RX Insertion Loss

Short 4 5GHz+7.3 dB 1000 mv+ 0 dB 25 dB

Medium 18

Long 24

The setup with two PolarFire boards, connected with a 16-inch backplane, is shown in the following
figure.
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Figure 6-6. Two PolarFire Evaluation Boards with Backplane

To setup the two PolarFire boards with backplane, perform the following steps:
1. Connect two PolarFire Evaluation boards using SMA cables for short reach as listed. The

following connections must be followed while using the backplane.
– Connect J41 (TXP) of PolarFire Evaluation board 1 to F6 connector of daughter card 1 of

Backplane. At the other end, the F6 connector from daughter card 2 of backplane must be
connected to J37(RXP) of PolarFire Evaluation board 2.

– Connect J42 (TXN) of PolarFire Evaluation board 1 to E6 connector of daughter card 1 of
Backplane. At the other end, the E6 connector from daughter card 2 of backplane must be
connected to J38(RXN) of PolarFire Evaluation board 2.

– Connect J37 (RXP) of PolarFire Evaluation board 1 to O6 connector of daughter card 1 of
Backplane. At the other end, the O6 connector from daughter card 2 of backplane must be
connected to J41(TXP) of PolarFire Evaluation board 2.

– Connect J38 (RXN) of PolarFire Evaluation board 1 to N6 connector of daughter card 1 of
Backplane. At the other end, the N6 connector from daughter card 2 of backplane must be
connected to J42(TXN) of PolarFire Evaluation board 2.

2. Ensure that the preceding listed connections are made while using the backplane
3. Connect the 12V DC power supply and USB serial connector to PolarFire Evaluation boards
4. Open the associated serial terminals of two PolarFire boards to control and monitor the status
5. Program the PolarFire boards with the job file

Link Status
Once the Auto-Negotiation and Link Training is done, the link is established. The status of the link
is observed using LED11 (H21), glowing of this LED indicates the Link Training completion and prints
are seen in the UART terminal connected to PolarFire Evaluation Kit.

The following command shows the terminal status in PolarFire Evaluation board 1.

*** Core10GBaseKR PHY ***

Starting Auto-Negotiation!!
LT Link Established!!
Link: Good!!
Packet testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  42744986
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   42744775
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     Bad packets (lsb):    0
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The following command shows the terminal status in PolarFire Evaluation board 2.

*** Core10GBaseKR PHY ***

Starting Auto-Negotiation!!
LT Link Established!!
Link: Good!!
Packet testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  42745001
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   42745578
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     Bad packets (lsb):    0

Break Link Test
The test is performed by turning off one of the PolarFire Evaluation Kits. In this case, PolarFire
Evaluation Kit 1 is off. It was observed that the link is broken in PolarFire Evaluation Kit 2, which
is on. After turning on the power of the PolarFire Evaluation Kit 1, the link re-establishes. This is
observed in the UART terminal of PolarFire Evaluation Kit 2, as shown in the command.

Link: Broken!!
Starting Auto-Negotiation!!
LT Link Established!!
Link: Good!!
Packet Testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  167147494
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   122898839
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     

Traffic Test with Two PolarFire Evaluation Kits

To perform the traffic test with two PolarFire Evaluation Kits, perform the following steps:
1. Traffic is sent continuously between two PolarFire Evaluation Kits. The data statistics of PolarFire

Evaluation Kit 1 and PolarFire Evaluation Kit 2 are shown in the following command terminals.
2. From the following command terminals, we can observe that the Transmitted packet count

matches with Received packet count in PolarFire Evaluation Kit 1 and vice-versa.
3. No errors are observed in the received packets (No bad packets).
4. Eye diagram is captured in two kits using the Smart Debug tool to observe eye opening which is

shown in the following eye diagram figures.

Important: To stop the packet transmission, open Smart Debug tool, go to
pckt_generator module, and assert the stop bit.

The following command shows the PolarFire Evaluation Kit 1 board data statistics.

Link: Good!!
Packet testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  1117149554
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   1065094727
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     Bad packets (lsb):    0
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Important: In the preceding data statistics generated by the PolarFire Evaluation board,
the text in:

Orange Represents the Transmitted Packet count
Blue Represents the Received Packet count

The following command shows the PolarFire Evaluation Kit 2 board data statistics.

Link: Good!!
Packet testing:
     Total packets (msb):  0
     Total packets (lsb):  1065094727
     Good packets (msb):   0
     Good packets (lsb):   1117149554
     Bad packets (msb):    0
     Bad packets (lsb):    0

Important: In the preceding data statistics generated by the PolarFire Evaluation board,
the text in:

Orange Represents the Transmitted Packet count
Blue Represents the Received Packet count

Transmitted packet count of PolarFire 1 board matches with Received packet count of PolarFire
2 board and vice-versa. With these statistics, it is confirmed that there is no packet loss during
transmission with two PolarFire Evaluation boards connected to each other. The same behavior is
observed with 6.5 dB, 17 dB, and 25 dB loss. These loss values are calculated based on channel
lengths.

The following eye diagrams depict the packet transmission with different channel losses.

Figure 6-7. Eye Diagram with 6.5 dB Loss
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Figure 6-8. Eye Diagram with 17 dB Loss

Figure 6-9. Eye Diagram with 25 dB Loss
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7. Appendix 1: Programming the Device Using FlashPro Express  (Ask a Question)

This section discusses how to program the PolarFire device with the Job programming file using a
FlashPro programmer.

The default location of the Job file is located at the following location:
mpf_an5069_v2023p1_df\Programming_Files\BASEKR_TOP.job
To program the PolarFire device using FlashPro Express, perform the following steps:

1. Ensure that the jumper settings on the board are the same as listed in Table 5-1

Important: The power supply switch must be switched off while making the jumper
connections.

2. Connect the power supply cable to the J9 connector on the board
3. Connect the USB cable from the Host PC to the J5 (FTDI port) on the board
4. Power on the board using the SW3 slide switch
5. On the host PC, launch the FlashPro Express software
6. To create a new job project, click New or in the Project menu, select New Job Project from

FlashPro Express Job, as shown in the following figure

Figure 7-1. FlashPro Express Job Project

7. Enter the following in the New Job Project from FlashPro Express Job dialog box as shown in the
following figure:

– Programming job file: Click Browse, and navigate to the location
where the .job file is located and select the file. The default
location is <download_folder>\mpf_an5069_v2023p1_df\Programming_Files and
<download_folder>mpf_an5069_v2023p1_df\Programming_Files

– FlashPro Express job project location: Click Browse and navigate to the location where
you want to save the project

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-B4AA7C57-739A-4C0F-81CC-DEF67607D8EF&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Appendix%201%3A%20Programming%20the%20Device%20Using%20FlashPro%20Express
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Figure 7-2. New Job Project from FlashPro Express Job

8. Click OK. The required programming file is selected and ready to be programmed in the device
9. The FlashPro Express window appears, as shown in the following figure. Confirm that a

programmer number appears in the Programmer field. If it does not, confirm the board
connections and click Refresh/Rescan Programmers.

Figure 7-3. Programming the Device

10. Click RUN. When the device is programmed successfully, a RUN PASSED status is displayed as
shown in the following figure.
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Figure 7-4. FlashPro Express—RUN PASSED

11. Close FlashPro Express or in the Project tab, click Exit.
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8. References  (Ask a Question)

This section lists documents that provide more information about the concepts and features
covered in this application note:
• For more information about 10G Ethernet, see IEEE 802.3 standard in the IEEE website.
• For more information about PolarFire transceiver blocks, see UG0677:PolarFire FPGA Transceiver

User Guide.
• For more information about the Core10GMAC and Core10GBaseKR_PHY, see Core10GMAC User

Guide and Core10GBaseKR_PHY User Guide.
• For information about Libero, ModelSim, and Synplify, visit Microchip Libero SoC webpage.
• For information about Smart Debug, see Smart Debug User Guide.

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-4C825A39-1323-4116-BBE2-0FD7B9A871E6&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=References
https://www.ieee.org/
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemDocuments/documents/FPGA/ProductDocuments/UserGuides/PolarFire_FPGA_and_PolarFire_SoC_FPGA_Transceiver_User_Guide_VB.pdf
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemDocuments/documents/FPGA/ProductDocuments/UserGuides/PolarFire_FPGA_and_PolarFire_SoC_FPGA_Transceiver_User_Guide_VB.pdf
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemDocuments/documents/FPGA/ProductDocuments/UserGuides/ip_cores/directcores/Core10GMAC_UG.pdf
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemDocuments/documents/FPGA/ProductDocuments/UserGuides/ip_cores/directcores/Core10GMAC_UG.pdf
https://ww1.microchip.com/downloads/aemDocuments/documents/FPGA/ProductDocuments/UserGuides/ip_cores/directcores/Core10GBaseKR_PHY_UG.pdf
https://www.microchip.com/en-us/products/fpgas-and-plds/fpga-and-soc-design-tools/fpga/libero-software-later-versions
https://onlinedocs.microchip.com/pr/GUID-8185EAC3-6DEC-4431-B3C8-58272C9F3436-en-US-5/index.html?GUID-EB5E9A8A-1FD0-4633-9DAF-C42CDBD09DFC#GUID-EB5E9A8A-1FD0-4633-9DAF-C42CDBD09DFC
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9. Revision History  (Ask a Question)

The revision history describes the changes that were implemented in the document. The changes
are listed by revision, starting with the most current publication.

Table 9-1. Revision History
Revision Date Description

A 12/2023 Initial Release

https://microchipsupport.force.com/s/newcase?pub_guid=GUID-911C5C10-E1C4-46EF-866F-89B47C6D56DA&pub_lang=en-US&pub_ver=1&pub_type=Application%20Note&bu=fpga&tpc_guid=GUID-17BE524F-4E70-47B3-AECE-B7FAB194017F&cover_title=PolarFire%20FPGA%2010GBASEKR%20Ethernet&tech_support_link=NA&revision_letter=A&source=PDF&title=Revision%20History
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Microchip FPGA Support
Microchip FPGA products group backs its products with various support services, including
Customer Service, Customer Technical Support Center, a website, and worldwide sales offices.
Customers are suggested to visit Microchip online resources prior to contacting support as it is
very likely that their queries have been already answered.

Contact Technical Support Center through the website at www.microchip.com/support. Mention the
FPGA Device Part number, select appropriate case category, and upload design files while creating a
technical support case.

Contact Customer Service for non-technical product support, such as product pricing, product
upgrades, update information, order status, and authorization.

• From North America, call 800.262.1060
• From the rest of the world, call 650.318.4460
• Fax, from anywhere in the world, 650.318.8044

Microchip Information
The Microchip Website
Microchip provides online support via our website at www.microchip.com/. This website is used to
make files and information easily available to customers. Some of the content available includes:

• Product Support – Data sheets and errata, application notes and sample programs, design
resources, user’s guides and hardware support documents, latest software releases and archived
software

• General Technical Support – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), technical support requests,
online discussion groups, Microchip design partner program member listing

• Business of Microchip – Product selector and ordering guides, latest Microchip press releases,
listing of seminars and events, listings of Microchip sales offices, distributors and factory
representatives

Product Change Notification Service
Microchip’s product change notification service helps keep customers current on Microchip
products. Subscribers will receive email notification whenever there are changes, updates, revisions
or errata related to a specified product family or development tool of interest.

To register, go to www.microchip.com/pcn and follow the registration instructions.

Customer Support
Users of Microchip products can receive assistance through several channels:

• Distributor or Representative
• Local Sales Office
• Embedded Solutions Engineer (ESE)
• Technical Support

Customers should contact their distributor, representative or ESE for support. Local sales offices are
also available to help customers. A listing of sales offices and locations is included in this document.

Technical support is available through the website at: www.microchip.com/support

Microchip Devices Code Protection Feature
Note the following details of the code protection feature on Microchip products:

http://www.microchip.com/support
https://www.microchip.com/
https://www.microchip.com/pcn
https://www.microchip.com/support
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• Microchip products meet the specifications contained in their particular Microchip Data Sheet.
• Microchip believes that its family of products is secure when used in the intended manner, within

operating specifications, and under normal conditions.
• Microchip values and aggressively protects its intellectual property rights. Attempts to breach the

code protection features of Microchip product is strictly prohibited and may violate the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act.

• Neither Microchip nor any other semiconductor manufacturer can guarantee the security of its
code. Code protection does not mean that we are guaranteeing the product is “unbreakable”.
Code protection is constantly evolving. Microchip is committed to continuously improving the
code protection features of our products.

Legal Notice
This publication and the information herein may be used only with Microchip products, including
to design, test, and integrate Microchip products with your application. Use of this information
in any other manner violates these terms. Information regarding device applications is provided
only for your convenience and may be superseded by updates. It is your responsibility to ensure
that your application meets with your specifications. Contact your local Microchip sales office for
additional support or, obtain additional support at www.microchip.com/en-us/support/design-help/
client-support-services.

THIS INFORMATION IS PROVIDED BY MICROCHIP "AS IS". MICROCHIP MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS
OR WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WRITTEN OR ORAL, STATUTORY
OR OTHERWISE, RELATED TO THE INFORMATION INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY IMPLIED
WARRANTIES OF NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR
PURPOSE, OR WARRANTIES RELATED TO ITS CONDITION, QUALITY, OR PERFORMANCE.

IN NO EVENT WILL MICROCHIP BE LIABLE FOR ANY INDIRECT, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, INCIDENTAL, OR
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS, DAMAGE, COST, OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND WHATSOEVER RELATED TO THE
INFORMATION OR ITS USE, HOWEVER CAUSED, EVEN IF MICROCHIP HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE
POSSIBILITY OR THE DAMAGES ARE FORESEEABLE. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW,
MICROCHIP'S TOTAL LIABILITY ON ALL CLAIMS IN ANY WAY RELATED TO THE INFORMATION OR
ITS USE WILL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF FEES, IF ANY, THAT YOU HAVE PAID DIRECTLY TO
MICROCHIP FOR THE INFORMATION.

Use of Microchip devices in life support and/or safety applications is entirely at the buyer's risk,
and the buyer agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless Microchip from any and all damages,
claims, suits, or expenses resulting from such use. No licenses are conveyed, implicitly or otherwise,
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