MICROCHIP AVR® DA Training Manual
Differential ADC Using the AVR128DA48 Curiosity Nano

Prerequisites

This section has the purpose to provide a list of all requirements to complete this training.

Hardware Prerequisites
* AVR128DAA48 Curiosity Nano (DM164151)
+  Curiosity Nano Base for Click boards™ (AC164162)
» POT Click board (MIKROE-3402)
* POT 2 Click board (MIKROE-3325)

Note: The POT Click boards can be replaced by any other two potentiometers. A schematic for this case will be
provided.

Software Prerequisites
The software versions used for this training are presented below.
+ MPLAB® X IDE v5.40 or above
*+ MPLAB XC8 Compiler v2.20 or above
* AVR-Dx_DFP (Device Family Pack) v1.1.40
* MPLAB Data Visualizer (MDV) v1.1
* MPLAB Code Configurator (MCC) v3.95
+ MCC 8-bit AVR® MCUs Library v2.3.0

Documentation Materials
* AVR128DA28/32/48/64 Data Sheet
« TB3245: Using 12-Bit ADC for Conversions, Accumulation, and Triggering Events
» Other device related documents can be found at: AVR128DA48 Device Overview
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Introduction

Considering that a lot of external stimuli are analog-type stimuli, embedded applications often rely on analog inputs,
provided by analog sensors. Most Microchip microcontrollers (MCUs) are equipped with an integrated Analog-to-
Digital Converter (ADC) to acquire analog data and be able to process it.

This document describes how to develop an application using the differential conversion feature of the ADC, with the

AVR128DA48 Curiosity Nano evaluation kit. It provides an overview of the peripheral, and explains the steps to
configure the ADC in Differential mode.

After completing this training, the user will be able to:

+ Initialize the system by configuring all peripherals

« Start an ADC conversion

» Continuously read the ADC result and send it through the Universal Synchronous/Asynchronous Receiver/

Transmitter (USART)

* Run the application step by step to understand the configurations

» Test the developed application using the hardware setup

» Visualize the data using the graphical interface tool
Firstly, an overview of the ADC module will be presented. Then, the proposed application will be described. After
establishing an overview, all the steps needed to implement the application will be provided: Getting familiar with the

software tools, initializing the system and the peripheral modules, implementing other needed functionalities,
debugging the application, and visualizing the received data using the MPLAB Data Visualizer.
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Overview

Overview

This section provides an overview of the ADC module and the content of this training.

Analog-to-Digital Converter Module Overview

The device used to develop the application described in this document is AVR128DA48. It is equipped with a 12-bit
resolution ADC module that provides both Single-Ended and Differential modes.

The ADC input signal is fed through a Sample-and-Hold circuit which ensures that the input voltage to the ADC is
held at a constant level during sampling. The ADC voltage reference is configured in the VREF peripheral.

The block diagram of the ADC module is presented below.
Figure 1-1. ADC Block Diagram

Internal Reference

Internal
Inputs ACC
AINO Vann
AIN1 A
: Result Result ready
AINNn formatting (IRQ)
:nternal . > Window compare
nputs Control Logic < [ T (RrQ)

S e

To configure a module, the respective module registers must be used. The Register Summary and Register
Description data sheet chapters provide a list of all registers of a module and describe the functionality of all the bits
and bit fields of the module registers.

In this application example, the ADC will be configured in Differential mode. A differential ADC measures the voltage
difference between two inputs. This can be essential in certain applications as some measurement concepts require
two output signals, instead of one, to quantify the physical property of interest. Sensors that implement such concepts
typically provide their output value as the voltage difference between two signals, also known as a differential signal.
Other sensors might provide a differential output for added robustness even though the measurement itself generates
a single-ended signal.

When connecting a differential analog sensor to an MCU, one of the signals in the differential pair is defined as the
positive input, while the other is defined as the negative input. The value of the differential signal is the voltage of the
positive input referenced to the negative input. The positive and negative designation of each signal determines the
polarity of the differential signal, defining it as positive when the positive input is larger than the negative input, and
negative if the negative input is larger than the positive input. The conversion result is given by the following equation:

Vaine — VAINN
VREF
Where Vane and Vann are the positive and negative ADC inputs, and Vggr is the selected ADC voltage reference.

The data format for differential conversions is two’s complement with sign extension.

ADCrosus = X 2048 € [— 2048, 2047]
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Overview

Application Overview

The hardware setup needed to develop and test this application is described in Figure 1-2. Two potentiometers are
used to provide analog input signals to the AVR128DA48 device, on the Curiosity Nano development board. The
ADC will convert the voltage difference between the input signals. The result will be sent through USART and it will
be plotted using the MPLAB Data Visualizer plug-in.

Figure 1-2. Hardware Setup

Potentiometer /\/\/\/\/\/ .
Analog
@ input
AVR128DA48

- ) Curiosity Nano
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The software application designed for this training will implement the following software diagram. After initializing the
system, the free-running ADC conversions will be started. Then, using an infinite loop, the result status will be
continuously read and transmitted through USART to be displayed using the graphical interface.

Y

Figure 1-3. Software Diagram
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2. Analog-to-Digital Converter Training

21 Icon Identifiers
This subsection provides the icons used to guide the user through the training, and their meaning. The following
icons will be used.

Info:
ﬂ This icon will be used to emphasize useful information.
- To do: This i . . . )
| & is icon will be used to show there is a task the user has to complete: To configure
. modules settings or to implement code.

Result:
This icon will mark the solution to a task.

2.2 Hardware Setup
The hardware used to develop the provided training materials consists in a Curiosity Nano development board for the
AVR128DA48 device, presented in Figure 2-1.

Figure 2-1. Curiosity Nano Board

Micro USE Power/Status i 32.768 kHz AVR1280DA48 User LED User Switch
Connector LED a8 Crystal MCU (LEDO) {swo)

To easily integrate other components useful for this application, such as the POT Click board and the POT 2 Click
board, the Curiosity Nano Adapter board can be used. It is presented in Figure 2-2.
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Figure 2-2. Curiosity Nano Adapter Board

Battery mikroBUS mikroBUS Xplained Pro mikroBUS
Connector Socket 1 Socket 2 Extension Socket 3
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? ¢ mikro

* mikro Vi '
¢ L 4BUS b §44BUS

Note: Two simple potentiometers are used to build the demo prototype. To easily integrate the potentiometers, the
MIKROE POT and POT 2 Click boards can be used, along with the Curiosity Nano Adapter board.

The potentiometers are connected to the Curiosity Nano board, as presented in Figure 2-3.
Figure 2-3. Schematic for Connecting the Potentiometers

2.048Vv 2.048v

PD3

PD4
AVR128DA48

Curiosity Nano

g GND

P1
P2

2.3 Get Familiar with the Software Environment

This section helps the user to get familiar with creating a new project, describes the necessary plug-ins, and provides
the steps to install them.
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231 Create a New Project Using MPLAB® X IDE

1. To create a new project using the MPLAB X IDE, go to File — New Project... and the New Project wizard will
appear. This step is described in Figure 2-4.

Figure 2-4. Create New Project

3 MPLAB X IDE v5.30 - avr128da48-cnano-adc-example : pro

File
£l
il

Edit View Mavigate Source Refactor Production Debug Team Tools Window Help

New Project. Ctrl+Shift+N D - %ﬂ . Iﬁw . %ZEE BN i E

New File... Ctrl+N -

tPage x| ' MPLAB X Store =

Open Project... Ctrl+Shift+ O
Open Recent Project

Import

Close Project (avr128dad2-cnano-board-example)
Close Other Projects

Close All Projects

Open File...

Open Recent File

Project Groups...
Project Properties (avr]28dad8-cnano-board-example)

Save Ctrl+5

Save As... Recent PrOjECtS
Sawve All Ctrl+Shift+5

Page Setup...

Print... Ctrl+Alt+Shift+P

Print to HTML...

Exit
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2. Inthe Choose Project step, select Microchip Embedded from Categories, and Standalone Project from
Projects, then click Next. This will create a new stand-alone application project. This step is presented in

Figure 2-5.

Figure 2-5. Choose Project

B3 New Project X
Steps Choose Project
;-' Choose Project Q, Filter: |
Categories: Projects:
+~[2) Microchip Embedded (& Standalone Project
J Other Embedded e Existing MPLAB IDE w8 Project
e Samples (&4 Prebuilt (Hex, Loadable Image) Project
(&) User Makefile Project
& Library Project
=] Import START MPLAB Project
(& Import Atmel Studio Project
Description:
X I D E Creates a new standalone application project. It uses an IDE-generated makefile to build
v your project.
< Back Finish Cancel Help
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3. The next step is to select the device for programming. The application presented in this document is
implemented using the AVR128DA48 device from the 8-bit AVR MCUs family. After choosing this device, click
Next.

Figure 2-6. Select Device

B3 New Project X

Steps Select Device

Choose Project

Select Device

Select Header Family: 8-bit AVR. MCUs (¥Mega/Mega,Tiny) w
Select Tool (Optional)
Select Plugin Board
Select Compiler

Select Project Name and
Folder

Device: AVR12BDA48 R

= R

< Back MNext = Finish Cancel
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4. Then, in the Select Tool step, from Microchip Kits — AVR128DA48 Curiosity Nano (PKOB nano) select the
desired tool (SN:MCHP...). This is an optional step. If the tool is not available yet, or it is not connected yet,
the user may select the Simulator tool from Hardware Tools, or leave it unselected until it is required.

Figure 2-7. Select Tool

E3 New Project

Steps

Select Tool (Optional)

1. Choose Project
2. Select Device
L.

[_]...

i@ PM3 -~
- Real ICE

-2 Simulator

-0 Snap

[

Alternate Tools
27 TTAGICE3
@ PICKit2
-2 Power Debugger
Microchip Kits
El--oo AVR 128DA48 Curiosity Mano (PKOB nano)

B®-: MCHP3280031800000108

-2 EDBG

- MEDBG | Double click to give this tool a friendly name (FN

- Starter Kits (PKOB)
-2 Curiosity Starter Kits (PKOB4S)

=1 | enacy Starter Kits

< Back

Cancel Help

Info: The user can also double click on the tool name to give it a friendly name (FN).
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5. The desired version for the XC8 compiler is chosen for this project, as presented in Figure 2-8.

Figure 2-8. Select Compiler

¥4 New Project X

Steps Select Compiler

1. Choose Project

2. Select Device Compiler Toolchains

3. Select Header E}--AW.I'R

4. Select Tool (Optional) | L-AVR {(v5.4.0) [C:\Program Files (x86)\Atmel\Studio'7. 0\toalchain\avra\avra-gnu-toalchainb

5.  Select Plugin Board E}-ﬁvrasmz

ol 2(v2.2.7) [C: Files (x86)\Atmel\Studio\7.0\toolchain\avrs bl

7. SelectProject Name and _-----avrasm (v2.2.7) [C:\Program Files (x86)\Atmel\Studio\7. 0\ toolchain\avré\avrassembler]
Folder E}"CB

EENCE (w2, 10) [C:\Program Files (x88)\Microchip'pc8iw 2. 10%bin]

< Back Finish Cancel Help
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6. The final step is Select Project Name and Folder. For this example, the project name will be avr128da48-
cnano-adc-diff. During this step, the user can also configure the project location, the project folder, and the
encoding.

Figure 2-9. Select Project Name and Folder

¥ New Project =
Steps Select Project Name and Folder
1. Choose Project
2. Select Device Project Name: avr128da48-cnano-adc-diff
3. SelectHeader
4,  Select Tool (Optional) : S . : .
5. Select Plugin Board Project Location: C:\Users\AVRist\MPLABXProjects Browse...
6. Select Compiler i . .
7. Select Project Name and Project Folder: MPLABXProjects\avr128da48-cnano-adc-diff. X
Folder
Overwrite existing project
Also delete sources
Set as main project
- [ ]ise project location as the project foider

v! Encoding: IS0-8859-1 v

< Back

m

—+

Cancel Help

After completing all the required steps, a new and empty project will appear in the Projects window. All the necessary
files will be introduced in the project using the MCC plug-in.

MPLAB® Code Configurator (MCC)

The MCC will be used to develop this project. It is a graphical programming environment that generates easy-to-
understand C-code to be inserted in the project. It provides an intuitive interface; it enables and configures a rich set
of peripherals and functions specific to the desired application.

The plug-in can be installed following the steps provided on the Install MPLAB® Code Configurator (MCC) webpage.

After generating all the required source and header files, the user must complete the source code to obtain the
desired functionality. After implementing the code, the application functionality must be tested. This will be
accomplished using the MDV plug-in.

MPLAB® Data Visualizer (MDV)

MDYV is a graphical run-time debugging tool available as an MPLAB plug-in or a stand-alone debugging tool. It
graphically displays run-time variables and functions in an embedded application.

Data can be graphed as:

* Araw streaming 8-bit variable
» Multiple variables in a data streaming protocol

To install the MDV plug-in, the MCC install steps can be used, the only difference being the plug-in name. This tool
will be used to display the ADC results after implementing the application.

© 2020 Microchip Technology Inc. Training Manual DS40002244A-page 13
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24 Assignment: Differential ADC

241 Initialize the Modules

This subsection will provide all the necessary steps to develop a simple application that uses the ADC in Differential
mode, transmits the results through USART, and analyzes data with a graphical interface.

The MCC will be used to initialize all the desired modules. To open the plug-in, go to Window — MPLAB Code
Configurator — MPLAB Code Configurator Open/Close, or click on the MCC icon, presented in Figure 2-10.

Figure 2-10. Open/Close MCC

Team Tools Window Help

BB -QER- B[St | W e e

|MPLAB® Code Configurator v3: Opem‘CIose|

Kit Window = | Start Page =

X IDE
-

The first steps to develop this application using MCC are to provide the initialization settings and add the desired
peripheral modules to the project. The user must initialize the system, by initializing all the necessary peripherals with
the desired configurations. Then, using the generated source and header files, the user must implement the algorithm
that will be executed by the MCU.

2411 Configure the Device System

The first step to develop the ADC application is to configure the system clock. To find out which are the clock options,
the user must consult the CLKCTRL — Clock Controller chapter, from the device data sheet.

For example, in this application, the chosen main clock frequency is 2 MHz.

To do: Using MCC, configure the internal high-frequency oscillator as the clock source. The frequency of
the oscillator must be 4 MHz. The main clock frequency must be 2 MHz.

© 2020 Microchip Technology Inc. Training Manual DS40002244A-page 14
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Result: Open the MCC and go to Resource Management [MCC] — Project Resources — System —
System Module. From the Easy Setup tab, the following configuration must be done:

* Clock Control
— Clock Source: Internal Oscillator
— Internal Oscillator Frequency: 1-32 MHz internal oscillator
— Oscillator Frequency Options: 4 MHz system clock (default)
— Prescaler Enable: checked
— Prescaler: 2X

The settings are described in Figure 2-11.

Figure 2-11. MCC Clock Control Configuration

¥ Clock Control

Main Clock{Hz):

@ Clock Source :

& PLL Enable:

External Clock(Hz):
§ Prescaler Enable:
§ Prescaler

@ Clock Out Enable:

@ Internal Oscillator Frequency:

@ Oscillator Frequency Options:

2000000

‘ Internal Oscillator | >
‘ 1-32MHz internal oscillator | >
‘ 4 MHz system clock (default) | -

L]

E E

L]

241.2 Configure the ADC
For the application presented in this document, the ADC will be configured in Differential mode. To configure the

initial settings of the module using MCC, the user must add this module to the Project Resources.

To do: Add the ADC peripheral module to the Project Resources, in MCC.

Result: Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Device Resources — Peripherals — ADC and add the
ADC peripheral module by clicking the green + sign. The module will appear in the Project Resources
window.

The next step is to configure the ADC module. The ADC will be running in Differential mode, and it will convert
acquired samples continuously (Free-Running mode). The resolution will be 12 bits, the prescaler value will be 4, and
the differential inputs will be PD3 (positive input) and PD4 (negative input).

Training Manual DS40002244A-page 15
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To do:

Enable the ADC module

Enable the Differential mode conversion, Free-Running

Set the result resolution to 12-bit

Configure the ADC prescaler to obtain an ADC frequency of 500 kHz

Configure the ADC input pins: ADC input pin 4 as negative input; ADC input pin 3 as positive input

Result: Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Project Resources — Peripherals and select ADCO.
From the Easy Setup tab, the following configurations must be done:

Software Settings:

— Result Selection: 12-bit mode

— Differential Mode Conversion: enabled

— Left Adjust Result: unchecked
Hardware Settings:

— Enable ADC: checked

The settings are described in Figure 2-12 and Figure 2-13.
Figure 2-12. ADCO Software Settings

v Software Seitings

APl Prefix: ADCO
§ Result Selection : ‘ 12-bit mode | v
§ Differential Mode Conversion : ‘ enabled | v
@ Left Adjust Result - L]

Figure 2-13. ADCO Hardware Settings

¥ Hardware Settings

@ Enable ADC:

& Sampling Frequency(Hz): 11363 = 38461 = 38461
ADC Clock(Hz): 500000

@ Sample Accumulation Number: ‘ No accumulation | -

§ Sample Length (# of ADC Clock) D=0 =31

Additionally, the user must configure the ADC registers. To know what settings are available in which register and to
find the available configurations of a register’s bits and bit fields, the user must consult the device data sheet.

The Free-Running mode option is available in the Control A (CTRLA) register of the ADC module. By writing to the
CTRLA register, the user can enable/disable the Running in Standby mode, select the conversion mode, set the
result adjustment, select the resolution, and enable/disable the peripheral. The clock frequency for this peripheral
must be configured using the Prescaler (PRESC) bit field in Control C (CTRLC) register.

To use the ADC in Differential mode, two analog inputs are needed. The positive input must be configured using the
MUX Selection for Positive ADC Input (MUXPOS) register, and similarly, the negative input must be configured using
the MUX Selection for Negative ADC Input (MUXNEG) register. The respective pins must also be configured as
analog inputs, with digital buffers disabled.
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The configuration of the registers can be done using MCC, in the Registers tab.
* Register: CTRLA
— FREERUN: enabled
Figure 2-14. ADCO CTRLA Register

w Register. CTRLA ' (3,53
CONVMODE | enabled -
EMNABLE enabled h
FREERUN enabled v
LEFTADJ disabled >
RESSEL 12-bit mode | =
RUNSTBY disabled >

* Register: CTRLC
— PRESC: CLK_PER divided by 4
Figure 2-15. ADCO CTRLC Register

v Register. CTRLC | (1

PRESC | CLK_PER divided by 4 -

* Register: MUXNEG
— MUXNEG: ADC input pin 4
* Register: MUXPOS
— MUXPOS: ADC input pin 3
Figure 2-16. ADCO0 MUXNEG and MUXPOS Registers

w Register MUXNEG | 4

MUXMNEG | ADCinputpind | -

w Register MUXPOS |

MUXPOS | ADC input pin 3 hd

241.3 Configure the VREF

The ADC voltage reference can be configured by writing to the ADCO Reference (ADCOREF) register. It can be
configured using MCC.
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To do: Using MCC, add the VREF module to the Project Resources and configure the ADC voltage
reference to be 2.048V.

Result: Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Device Resources — Peripherals — VREF and add the
VREF peripheral module by clicking the green + sign. The module will appear in the Project Resources
window.

Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Project Resources — Peripherals and select VREF. From the
Easy Setup tab, the following configuration must be done:

» Hardware Settings
— ADC Voltage Reference: Internal 2.048V reference
Figure 2-17. VREF ADC Voltage Reference

ADC Voltage Reference: Internal 2.048V reference ‘ g

2.41.4 Configure the USART
After converting the received analog data using the ADC, the data can be sent further to be analyzed by the user. To
transmit the data to the developing computer host, the USART peripheral module will be used. On the AVR128DA48
Curiosity Nano board, the USART1 RX (receiving) and TX (transmitting) pins are connected directly to the debugger
pins, so the user will be able to send data to the computer without additional wires. Therefore, the USART peripheral
module used in this application will be USART1.

To do: Add the USART1 module to the project using MCC.

Result: Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Device Resources — Peripherals — USART and add the
USART1 peripheral module by clicking the green + sign. The module will appear in the Project Resources
window.

After introducing the module to the project, some initial configurations must be done.

To do: Configure the USART1 to run in Asynchronous mode, with the baud rate of 9600, with no parity,
and with 1 stop bit. The character size must be of 8 bits.

Info: There is no need for the USART RX to be enabled: The device does not need data from the
computer. Only the USART TX needs to be enabled.
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Result: Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Project Resources — Peripherals and select USART1.
From the Easy Setup tab, the following configurations must be done:
* Hardware Settings
— Mode: Async Mode
— Baud Rate: 9600
— Enable USART Transmitter: checked
— Parity Mode: No Parity
— Stop Bit Mode: 1 stop bit
— Character Size: 8 bit

The settings are presented in Figure 2-18.

Figure 2-18. USART1 Hardware Settings

¥ Hardware Settings
Mode: ‘ Async Mode | -
Baud Rate: 1 = 9600 = 1000000
Error Percent: -0.032%
@ Enable USART Receiver: L]
§ Enable USART Transmitter:
@ Parity Mode: ‘ Mo Parity | -
@ Stop Bit Mode: | 1stop bi | -
@ Character Size: ‘ Character size: B bit | -

241.5 Configure the Pin Module
From the Pin Manager: Grid View window, the input pins for the ADC must be selected. Select PD3 and PD4, as
described in Figure 2-19. The receive and transmit pins for USART must be configured as presented below.

Figure 2-19. Pin Manager: Grid View

Package: | QFN48 | ~ H Pin No: 44'45‘46'47‘48‘ 1 ‘ 2 ‘ 3|4 ‘ 5 ’ 6 ‘ 7 ‘ 8 ‘ 9 |10‘11{12‘13‘16‘17‘18‘19 20\21‘22}23‘24'25‘26‘27 30‘31‘32‘33 34‘35}36‘37'38‘39‘40

PortAVY PortB Y | PortCV PortD ¥V PortEVY PortF V¥V
Module | Function | Direction [0 |1|2|3|4|5|6|7|0|1|2|3|4|5]/0|1|2|3|4|5|6/7|0|1|2(3|4|5|6[7|0[1|2(3|0|1|2|3|4]|5]6
ADCO  |AINx input R R A R R R R R R B
PN/ |SBIO input R R N T T B B T T T A T T T I T G B B R G R R R B
GPIO Lot N T T T T T T T T A A T I T I A B N B B A B B B B I B
RSTCTRL  |RESET input B
RXD in/out a (]
USARTIY 0 Jowpt | | | | a B ] ]

To be used as ADC inputs, the input pins must be configured as analog inputs (the digital buffers must be disabled).
The weak pull-ups and the interrupts must be disabled.

-1y To do: Using MCC, do the following settings:
L_‘f « Disable digital input buffers on the respective pins
» Disable weak pull-up on the respective pins
» Disable interrupts

© 2020 Microchip Technology Inc. Training Manual DS40002244A-page 19



2.4.2

AVR® DA Training Manual

Analog-to-Digital Converter Training

Result:

Go to Resource Management [MCC] — Project Resources — Pin Module and do the

configurations presented in Figure 2-20.

Figure 2-20. Pin Module

Pin Name Module | Function | Custom Name| OUTPUT | STARTHIGH| INVEN | PULLUPEN ISC
PCO USART1 XD I:‘ I:‘ I:‘ | Interrupt disabled but input buffer enabled | - ‘
PC1 USART1 RXD D I:‘ I:I I:‘ | Interrupt disabled but input buffer enabled | v ‘
PD4 ADCO AlNx D I:‘ I:I I:‘ | Digital Input Buffer disabled | - |
PD3 ADCO AlNx D I:‘ I:I I:‘ | Digital Input Buffer disabled | M |

Generated Code Overview

To generate the code designed with MCC, click the Generate button. Then, to continue the application development,
close the MCC. The MCC generated files can be seen in the Projects tab, under the created project.

Figure 2-21. MCC Generated Files

=8 Header Files

=+ avr128da48-cnano-adc-diff

I=hlge] MCC Generated Files
#-EE config
[+-EE include

: EI mcc.h

[+H-[[F utils

Important Files

T1 Makefile

ico) mecc_adc_diff.mc3
-G Linker Files

=@ Source Files

B main.c

E}E:j MCC Generated Files

Y| device_config.c
“ B mecc

[+ src

Libraries
--[ek Loadables

The generated files are included in the main source file and the system is initialized. The generated code for main.c
is presented below.

Example 2-1. Code Listing 1 — Main Generated File

#include "mcc _generated files/mcc.h"

/~k
=Y
int

{

/‘k‘k
=/

Main application

main (void)

/* Initializes MCU, drivers and middleware */

SYSTEM Initialize();

/* Replace with your application code */

while
{
}

(1)

End of File
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The SYSTEM Initialize function is used to initialize the system and all the peripheral modules, as configured
earlier using MCC: The system clock, the ADC, the USART, and the VREF.

Info: All the required functions to implement an algorithm using ADC0O, USARTO, and VREF are already
generated by the MCC.

The generated files provide ADC and USART functions that will help the user to implement the algorithm. The
functions of interest for this application are ADCO_GetDiffConversion and USART1 Write. Their implementation
in the MCC generated files is presented in the code listings below.

Example 2-2. Code Listing 2 — ADC Function Used to Obtain the Differential Conversion
Result

diff adc result t ADCO GetDiffConversion(adc O channel t channel,
adc_0 muxneg channel t channell)

{

diff adc result t res;

ADCO StartDiffConversion (channel, channell);
while (!ADCO_ IsConversionDone());

res = ADCO_GetConversionResult () ;
ADCO.INTFLAGS |= ADCiRESRDYibm;

return res;

Example 2-3. Code Listing 3 — USART Function Used to Transmit the ADC Result

void USART1 Write(const uint8_ t data)

{
while (! (USART1.STATUS & USART DREIF bm)) ;
USART1.TXDATAL = data;

243 Implement the Desired Algorithm
This subsection will describe how to implement the algorithm in the main file, using the generated files. The functions
needed to test the application using the Data Visualizer will also be provided.

MPLAB Data Visualizer provides simple, one-way communication between the programmed embedded device and
the computer. The embedded application must control when and how to transmit data. For this example, the data will
be packed as described in Figure 2-22.

Figure 2-22. Data Visualizer ADC Data Frame

1 Bvte ADC 12-bit Result - Least| ADC 12-bit Result - 1 Bvte
y Significant Byte Most Significant Byte Y
Frame Start Token Frame End Token

The transmitted data must be framed by start and end tokens. They are inverse/one’s complement of each other. The
Data Visualizer synchronizes on framing tokens and payload size. In multibyte variables, the lower bytes must be
sent first.

To do: To read the ADC differential result and to transmit it to the computer, the following code must be
implemented in the main file.
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Example 2-4. Code Listing 4 — Reading and Transmitting the ADC Result

int main (void)
{
diff adc result t adcvVal 12b;

/* Initializes MCU, drivers and middleware */
SYSTEM Initialize();

while (1)
{
adcval 12b = ADCO_GetDiffConversion (ADC_MUXPOS AIN3 gc,
ADC_MUXNEG_AIN4 gc);

USART1 Write (START TOKEN) ;

USART1 Write(adcVal 12b & O0xOOFF);
USART1 Write(adcVal 12b >> 8);
USART1 Write (END TOKEN) ;

Todo: START TOKEN and END_ TOKEN are user defined macros that must be also defined in the main.c
file to be used in the main function, as presented below.

#define START TOKEN 0x03 /* Start Frame Token */
#define END TOKEN OxFC /* End Frame Token */

View Code Example on GitHub

Click to browse repositories

244 Application Testing: Debugging

One way to test the functionality of an application is by going step by step through it and check that all the
implemented instructions are providing the expected result.

To do: Enable a breakpoint on the SYSTEM Initialize (); function call in the main function. Enter the
Debug mode.
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Result: Create a new Line breakpoint by clicking on the editor gutter next to the file line. The respective
line will appear as presented below.

Figure 2-23. Enable Breakpoint

32 int main(wvoid)

33 [ ¢

34 Aiff adc_ result t adcVal 12b;

35

36

(| SYSTEM Tnitialize():

38

39 while (1)

40 {

41 adcVal 12k = RADCO_ GetDiffConversion (ADC MUXPOS ATIN3 gco, RDC MUXNEG RIN4 gc):
42

43 USART1 Write (START TOHKEN):

44 USART1 Write (adcWVal 12k & Ox00FF);
45 USAERT1 Write(adcVal 12b >> 8):

48 USART1 Write (END TOEEN) ;

To visualize the content of the registers, go to Window — Debugging and select 10 View. This will open the 10 View
window. To start debugging, go to Debug and select Debug Main Project. The program execution will stop at the
breakpoint line.

After clicking the Step Over button, the user can check, for example, if the ADC peripheral was initialized as desired,
by looking into the registers in the 10 View window. The registers from the 10 View window are presented in Figure
2-24,

To do: Check if all the configurations are done as desired.
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Figure 2-24. ADC IO View

Icon Peripheral Opftion
;...g‘ﬁ [:ﬁ\DCU:]
~ B Resolution selection (CTRLA) 0x0 - 12-bit mode
‘B Accumulation Samples (CTRLB) 0x0 - No accumulation
‘@ Clock Pre-scaler (CTRLC) 0x1 - CLK_PER divided by 4
‘B Initial Delay Selection (CTRLD) 0x0 - Delay 0 CLK_ADC cycles
‘B window Comparator Mode (CTRLE) 0x0 - No Window Comparison
~me Analog Channel Selection Bits (MUXNEG) 0x4 - ADC input pin 4
e Analog Channel Selection Bits (MUXPOS) 0x3 - ADC input pin 3
S 4
Name Address Value Decmal Bits
(ADCO)
COMMAND 0x060A 0x00 O [1)(o)
CTRLA 0x0600 O0x21 33 BEEELE
RUNSTBY 0 0
CONVMODE 1 1 5 |
LEFTAD] 0 0
RESSEL D 0
FREERUN 0 0 (1]

-4 ENABLE 1 1 [0 |
+-B CTRLB 0x0601 Ox00 O @
B  CTRLC 0x0602 Ox01 1 o]

~@ PRESC 1 1 [0 ]
- CTRLD 0x0603 Ox00 O @
+- CTRLE 0x0604 0Ox00 O @
+- DBGCTRL 0Ox060E Ox00 0O @
+- B EVCTRL 0x060B Ox00 O @
+- B INTCTRL 0Ox060C Ox00 O @
4 INTFLAGS 0x060D 0x00 O (0]
= MUXNEG Ox0609 0x04 4 (0]
. -8 MUXNEG 4 4 (o)

MUXPOS  0x0608 O0x03 3 n
. -HE MUxPOS 3 3 [0 ]

By going step by step through the application, the user can see:

» The conversion result in the ADC Result (RES) register
» The data that needs to be transmitted through USART — in the TXDATAL register
» The value of the adcVal variable, using the Variables window

245 Application Testing: Data Visualizer

The application can be easily tested by using the MPLAB Data Visualizer. To plot the ADC results transmitted through
USART, the following steps must be implemented:

1. To open the Data Visualizer plug-in, click on the plug-in icon, as presented in Figure 2-25.
Figure 2-25. Open Data Visualizer

7w b -%% BB

T main.c = | & mec.c = | & adel.c x
source  History T | Y R

™

*'F:T PC: 0x1FC |ithsvnzc ﬁu‘

(R
L
C

[
I
Il
8

23 {

34 diff adc result t adcVal 12b:
35

36

(| SYSTEM Initialize();

2. From the Connections tab, select the Curiosity Nano communication port (COMn) drop-down list, as
presented in Figure 2-26.
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Figure 2-26. COMn Port — Display Drop-Down List

KitWindow x| StartPage x| T2 MPLAB Data Visuglizer x

D Clear Workspace a Load Workspace

E AVR128DA48 Curiosity Nano
€D

A COMB6 I |Z| >

M Debug GPIO v »

E Serial Ports >

. Variable Streamers | Connections |

3.  From the drop-down list, select New variable streamer..., as presented in Figure 2-27.
Figure 2-27. COMn Port — Select from Drop-Down List

Mew variable streamer...

A
*
k! Plot raw (Uint8)

Send to termina

4. Select a Variable Streamer Name, add the variables that will be received, and click Next.
Figure 2-28. Configure Variable Streamer

Plot Streaming Data from COM6 X

Configure Variable Streamer

Variable Streamer Name: ADC_Differential_results
Framing Mode: Auto ¥
Frame Size:
(Including framing) Sl
c Byte Position
panable Type (Frame header is at position 0) @
ADC Result Int16 ¥ L |

Lo @
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5. Choose the variables to be plotted by selecting the desired variables, and select New axis per data type (1)
for how to plot the data. Then, click Finish.

Figure 2-29. Choose Variables to Plot

Plot Streaming Data from COM®6 X

Choose Variables to Plot

Variable Streamer:  ADC_Differential_results

WVariables to Plot:
All Variables

ADC Result: Int16

How to Plot: o New axis per data type (1)
New axis per varable (1)
Add 1 plots to selected axis

Add plots manually

Previous Fimish

After randomly turning both potentiometers, the plot was obtained. The ADC results are presented in Figure 2-30.

Figure 2-30. Data Visualizer ADC Results Plot

[ Clear Workspace 2% Load Workspace  [2) Save Workspace B Show Graph o] Show Terminal @ Documentation Use Dark Theme
= @ New Variable 0 Import Variable Graph X
-2 Streamer.. = Streamer... B Time Axi
S Marker ime Axis
2 . . . J Is8s1
S ADC Differential_results « ® I 25k |ss61s 86 [/ 115 W
S Data values
— fx COMS on AVR128DA48 Curiosity |-1.22
£ B Nano v ESH Data Axis
5 !
E
i ! 24 || sx ¢
& | (¢ ADC Result bt v | 15 e
® ] - v m
z '
s K aCiS B2 &

@ Add Plot

No Item Selected @ Add Data Axis

=1 [\ W

U U

m T T T T T T T T T T T
5861s 5862s 5863s 5864s 58655 5866s 5867s 5868s 5869s 5870s 5871s 5872s
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Conclusion

After going through the training provided by this document, the user can understand the basic features of the ADC,
use the software tools needed to develop an embedded application, and independently develop a basic application
using the ADC module. Furthermore, the user will understand how to configure the ADC to convert data from a
differential input, how to continuously convert the data, and how to interpret the results. This training also provides
the necessary steps to debug the application and visualize the results.
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Microchip provides online support via our website at www.microchip.com/. This website is used to make files and
information easily available to customers. Some of the content available includes:

* Product Support — Data sheets and errata, application notes and sample programs, design resources, user’s
guides and hardware support documents, latest software releases and archived software

* General Technical Support — Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), technical support requests, online
discussion groups, Microchip design partner program member listing

* Business of Microchip — Product selector and ordering guides, latest Microchip press releases, listing of
seminars and events, listings of Microchip sales offices, distributors and factory representatives

Product Change Notification Service

Microchip’s product change notification service helps keep customers current on Microchip products. Subscribers will
receive email notification whenever there are changes, updates, revisions or errata related to a specified product
family or development tool of interest.

To register, go to www.microchip.com/pcn and follow the registration instructions.

Customer Support

Users of Microchip products can receive assistance through several channels:

» Distributor or Representative

* Local Sales Office

» Embedded Solutions Engineer (ESE)
» Technical Support

Customers should contact their distributor, representative or ESE for support. Local sales offices are also available to
help customers. A listing of sales offices and locations is included in this document.

Technical support is available through the website at: www.microchip.com/support

Microchip Devices Code Protection Feature

Note the following details of the code protection feature on Microchip devices:

» Microchip products meet the specifications contained in their particular Microchip Data Sheet.

» Microchip believes that its family of products is secure when used in the intended manner and under normal
conditions.

* There are dishonest and possibly illegal methods being used in attempts to breach the code protection features
of the Microchip devices. We believe that these methods require using the Microchip products in a manner
outside the operating specifications contained in Microchip’s Data Sheets. Attempts to breach these code
protection features, most likely, cannot be accomplished without violating Microchip’s intellectual property rights.

» Microchip is willing to work with any customer who is concerned about the integrity of its code.

» Neither Microchip nor any other semiconductor manufacturer can guarantee the security of its code. Code
protection does not mean that we are guaranteeing the product is “unbreakable.” Code protection is constantly
evolving. We at Microchip are committed to continuously improving the code protection features of our products.
Attempts to break Microchip’s code protection feature may be a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act.
If such acts allow unauthorized access to your software or other copyrighted work, you may have a right to sue
for relief under that Act.
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Information contained in this publication is provided for the sole purpose of designing with and using Microchip
products. Information regarding device applications and the like is provided only for your convenience and may be
superseded by updates. It is your responsibility to ensure that your application meets with your specifications.

THIS INFORMATION IS PROVIDED BY MICROCHIP “AS 1S”. MICROCHIP MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR
WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WRITTEN OR ORAL, STATUTORY OR
OTHERWISE, RELATED TO THE INFORMATION INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY IMPLIED
WARRANTIES OF NON-INFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE
OR WARRANTIES RELATED TO ITS CONDITION, QUALITY, OR PERFORMANCE.

IN NO EVENT WILL MICROCHIP BE LIABLE FOR ANY INDIRECT, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, INCIDENTAL OR
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS, DAMAGE, COST OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND WHATSOEVER RELATED TO THE
INFORMATION OR ITS USE, HOWEVER CAUSED, EVEN IF MICROCHIP HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE
POSSIBILITY OR THE DAMAGES ARE FORESEEABLE. TO THE FULLEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW,
MICROCHIP'S TOTAL LIABILITY ON ALL CLAIMS IN ANY WAY RELATED TO THE INFORMATION OR ITS USE
WILL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF FEES, IF ANY, THAT YOU HAVE PAID DIRECTLY TO MICROCHIP FOR
THE INFORMATION. Use of Microchip devices in life support and/or safety applications is entirely at the buyer’s risk,
and the buyer agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless Microchip from any and all damages, claims, suits, or
expenses resulting from such use. No licenses are conveyed, implicitly or otherwise, under any Microchip intellectual
property rights unless otherwise stated.
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dsPICDEM.net, Dynamic Average Matching, DAM, ECAN, EtherGREEN, In-Circuit Serial Programming, ICSP,
INICnet, Inter-Chip Connectivity, JitterBlocker, KleerNet, KleerNet logo, memBrain, Mindi, MiWi, MPASM, MPF,
MPLAB Certified logo, MPLIB, MPLINK, MultiTRAK, NetDetach, Omniscient Code Generation, PICDEM,
PICDEM.net, PICkit, PICtail, PowerSmart, PureSilicon, QMatrix, REAL ICE, Ripple Blocker, SAM-ICE, Serial Quad
I/0, SMART-I.S., SQlI, SuperSwitcher, SuperSwitcher I, Total Endurance, TSHARC, USBCheck, VariSense,
ViewSpan, WiperLock, Wireless DNA, and ZENA are trademarks of Microchip Technology Incorporated in the U.S.A.
and other countries.

SQTP is a service mark of Microchip Technology Incorporated in the U.S.A.

The Adaptec logo, Frequency on Demand, Silicon Storage Technology, and Symmcom are registered trademarks of
Microchip Technology Inc. in other countries.
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For information regarding Microchip’s Quality Management Systems, please visit www.microchip.com/quality.
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